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PASTOR'S MESSAGE

A bright and cheery face popped into the
office today and announced, “Happy first
day of fall”. This surprised me for a
couple of reasons. First, it did not seem
like it should be fall yet, even the first
day. It is always surprising how quickly
time goes. Second, it was such a nice day
I was not thinking about it being fall. Fall
in the UP can be very cold and snowy.
Winter may officially arrive in late
December, but that does not stop the cold
and snow from arriving in the UP sooner.
Once I was over the surprise of it being
the first day of fall, my mind - Started
reminiscing.

When Melissa and I first came to
the UP to look at the area and meet with
the PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee)
it was mid October. While driving here
both of us were impressed by the beauty
of Michigan and in particular the trees.
The leaves on the trees were changing
colors and it was just beautiful. Fall in
the UP is indeed a beautiful season. We
are constantly surrounded by such beauty
in our world. It reminds me of the begin-
ning of Psalm 24, “(Psa 24:1-6 NIV) Of
David. A psalm. The earth is the Lord's,
and everything in it, the world, and all
who live in it; {2} for he founded it upon
the seas and established it upon the

waters. {3} Who may ascend the hill of
the LORD? Who may stand in his holy
place? {4} He who has clean hands and a
pure heart, who does not lift up his soul
to an idol or swear by what is false. {5}
He will receive blessing from the LORD
and vindication from God his Savior. {6}
Such is the generation of those who seek
him, who seek your face, O God of
Jacob. Selah”

As David looked at the beauty of
the world, it reminded him of God. It
reminded him of the love and mercy of
God. The beauty of the world moved
David to seek God. The beauty of the
world inspired David to want to follow
God's commandants and laws. Beauty
helped keep David's eyes open to the
presence of God in his life. In this season
of beauty, will we take a few moments to
bear witness to the beauty of our world?
If we do, how will it inspire us? The wise
have always seen the beauty of the world
as a reminder of God.

Peace in Christ,
Mark

The Purpose of the First United Presbyterian Church is to:

Invite people to know and glorify God
Grow together as followers of Christ
Serve others through the power of the Holy Spirit
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Family of Clyde Cross, Kevin Tastor, Jean Smith, Deacon
' rayer Carl Smart, Kalan Mason, Kady Love, -
\ )\ Requests Loretta Hinton (Glen Trumble's mother), %ﬂj )
Jim Schmidt, Leslie Henderson, Gina Gough, \\@Hospital
. . . . )Nuuswaﬂon
Delphine Porter, Virginia Blair, Delores Swick,

If you or someone you
know are in the hospital
and would like a visit
from the Deacon’s
please contact the
church office or one of
the Deacons

Don Dagnal, Wendy (Menard) James, Ruth Thesing, Dorothy Smart,
Ellen Meister, Jane Kellan, Margaret Olson, Robert Jewell,
Judy Knutsen, Ellen Woodgate, William Kellan, Colleen Sibbald,
Bea Woodgate, Margaret Vonderwerth & her family, and all members
of missionaries and the U.S. Armed Forces.

Please keep us up to date on your prayer requests.
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Deacon's
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Jaymie Guzzo

| | &
1
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Abby Gazvoda/ | Prayer Chain — )
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L _C_lI:d_y_I'EO:’V_SO_n_ ~ _: Carol Rohweder Jeanne Shibley
. 5 At Home WMH Long Term Care .
L HEad HOMEBOUND Bea Woodgate 500 Osborn Boulevard
: “MEMBERS 1008 Johnston Street Lois Myers
Freighter View Assisted Living Sault Ste. Marie, Ml 49783
605 West Portage Avenue Out of Town
Della Porter

Tendercare~ Sault Ste Marie

Virginia Blair

Audrey Bush

Emily Hamilton

Jane Kellan
Margaret Olson
Carmelita Schrumpf

Delores Swick

Hearthside Assisted Living
1501 W 6th Avenue

David Shaw

1011 Meridian
Violet Bjunes
Jim Schmidt

Jean Smith
Carl Smart

McKinley Manor
2023 West 4th Avenue

Vera Steffens

Jeanne Gantz

2920 Crystal Lane Room 426
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009

Dorthea Allen
Michigan Masonic Home
1200 Wright, Room 167
Alma, Ml 48801

June Maclnnis
900 Glen Haven Circle, Apt 2
Petoskey, Ml 49770
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Richard Rohweder
(Gordon’s brother)
09/14/15

Loretta Hinton

(Glen Trumble’s mother)

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 18TH

Devotions
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r Our
Carol Rohweder rauer

09/26/15

Clyde Cross
09/27/15

Ginger Stratton

“Wagss” The next Deacon’s

, : Deacon’s Meeting will be held on
<4/ Corner October 18th.

ﬁx.

L -
l Welcome
)— to Our
Church
- —

Our Sunday
Worship Service
starts at 10:00 a.m.

We hope to see you on
Sunday!

How beautifully leaves grow old,” wrote 19th-century essayist John
Burroughs. “How full of light and color are their last days.”

Society doesn’t think highly of old age. Beauty products tout the
supposed virtues of maintaining a youthful appearance. Older adults’

wisdom, born of much life experience, is often disparaged, ignored or not

sought. But God says this about the righteous, whose lives are rooted in
him: “In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of
sap, showing that the LORD is upright” (Psalm 92:14-15, RSV).

The aging leaves of autumn can prompt us to look for beauty in the

seniors among us, to notice the light and color that still abound. From all
the fruit they still produce — service, prayer, love — may we learn about
living faithfully until our own last days.

—Heidi Mann

Fall has officially arrived and there is a nip in the air.
sas The Deacons will

" this month.
and scarves on November 15th.
those
support and donations.
Cookie Walk will be back to raise funds for food.
thoughts, prayers, donations, and time.

begin collecting winter coats and clothing
Our mitten tree will be ready for hats, gloves
We continue our mission to feed
and gratefully appreciate your continued
Keep us in mind in December. The
Thank you again for your
As Micah 6:8 concludes, “To act justly,

in need

and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God”.
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Jeanne Shibley, Deacon Chairperson
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Sunday evenings
at 6:30 pm.

Join us and bring
your friends

Congratulations, Rev. Mark and
Melissa Gabbard on 25 years!

September 1, 2015
L - R: Mark, Melissa, & Hannah

Sandra Robbins
Robert Agar
Emily Hamilton
Mae McMeeken
Kelsey Moran
Leanne Deuman
Dolores LeuVoy
Garrett Gorsuch
Evalyn Jacobson
Jennifer Reattoir
Kyler Lawson

Page 4

10/01
10/02
10/03
10/04
10/04
10/07
10/10
10/11
10/13
10/13
10/16

Richard Moran
Patricia Gorsuch
Brooklynn Mackin

Fi¥oifon

Siodvearios g

Lois and Victor Hillock 10/05
Paul and Margaret Sabourin 10/08
Ann and James Bourque 10/09
Karen and Alfred Dennis 10/09
Michael and Jo Anne Lussier 10/12
Brenda and Donald Ransom 10/22

Practice will begin on Wednesday,
October 7th at 8:00 p.m. We encourage and
welcome new and returning voices to come
and join this musical celebration of Christ’s
birth.

This year’s Cantata will be “Joy to the
World” by John Peterson. The Cantata per-
formance will be on Sunday, December
20th.

Come join the choir

for this celebration!

Karen Dennis 10/20
William Justin 10/21
Nicholas Rath 10/21
Isabella Stratton 10/22
Tiffeney Stratton 10/22
Kaye Vining 10/22
Roger Roe 10/24
Alan Dunbar 10/25
10/17  Hannah Gabbard 10/25
10/18  James Huskey 10/29
10/18 Beverly Ward 10/31

The Soo Chimes



Every once in a
while, amongst
the jokes
received via
our computer,
a story or two
touches my
. heart and I feel
Sandplper as though I

should share it

with you. This
is a true story written by Robert Peterson, happening
over 25 years ago, and it changed his life forever.

This story serves as a reminder to all of us, that we have
to take time to enjoy living as well as life with your
neighbor and friends. The hustle and bustle of life can
make us lose sight of what is truly important in our
relationships with one another.

The Sandpiper

She was six years old when I first met her on the beach
where I live. I drive to this beach, a distance of three or
four miles, whenever the world begins to close in on me.
She was building a sand castle or something and looked up,
her eyes as blue as the sea. “Hello” she said. I answered
with a nod, not really in the mood to bother with a small
child. “I'm building,” she said. “I see that. What is it?” 1
asked, not really caring. “Oh, I don’t know, I just like the
feel of the sand.” That sounds good, I thought, and slipped
off my shoes.

A Sandpiper glided by. “That’s a joy,” the child said.
“It’s a what?” “It’s a joy. My mama says sandpipers
come to bring us joy.” The bird went gliding down the
beach. Good bye joy, I muttered to myself, hello pain,
and turned to walk on. I was depressed; my life seemed
completely out of balance. “What’s your name?” She
wouldn’t give up. “Robert” I answered. “I’m Robert
Peterson.” “Mine is Wendy...I’m six.” “Hi, Wendy.”
She giggled, “You’re funny,” she said. In spite of my
gloom, I laughed too and walked on. Her musical giggle
followed me. “Come again Mr. P,” she called. “We’ll
have another happy day.”

The next few days consisted of a group of unruly Boy
Scouts, PTA meetings, and my ailing mother. The sun
was shining one morning as I took my hands out of the
dishwasher. I need a sandpiper, 1 said to myself,
gathering up my coat.

The ever-changing balm of the seashore awaited me.
The breeze was chilly but I strode along, trying to
recapture the serenity, I needed. “Hello, Mr. P” she
said. “Do you want to play?” “What did you have in
mind?” I asked, with a twinge of annoyance. “I don’t
know. You say.” “How about charades?” 1 asked
sarcastically. The tinkling laughter burst forth again.
“I don’t know what that is.” “Then let’s just walk.”
Looking at her, I noticed the delicate fairness of her
face. “Where do you live?” I asked. “Over there.” She
pointed toward a row of summer cottages. Strange, I
thought, in winter. “Where do you go to school?” “I
don’t go to school. Mommy says we are on vacation.”
She chattered little girl talk as we strolled up the beach,
but my mind was on other things. When I left for
home, Wendy said it had been a happy day. Feeling
surprisingly better, I smiled at her and agreed.

Three weeks later, I rushed to my beach in a state of near
panic. I was in no mood to even greet Wendy. I thought I
saw her mother on the porch and felt like demanding she
keep her child at home. “Look, if you don’t mind,” I said
crossly when Wendy caught up with me, “I’d rather be
alone today.” She seemed unusually pale and out of breath.
“Why?” she asked. I turned to her and shouted, “Because
my mother died!” and thought, My God, why was I saying
this to a little child? “Oh,” she said quietly, “then this is a
bad day.” “Yes,” I said, “and yesterday and the day before
and —oh go away!” “Did it hurt?” she inquired. “Did what
hurt?” I was exasperated with her, with myself. “When she
died?” “Of course it hurt!” I snapped, misunderstanding,
wrapped up in myself. I strode off.

A month or so after that, when I next went to the beach
she wasn’t there. Feeling guilty, ashamed, and admit-
ting to myself I missed her, I went up to the cottage
after my walk and knocked at the door. A drawn look-
ing young woman with honey-colored hair opened the
door. “Hello,” I said, “I’m Robert Peterson. I missed
your little girl today and wondered where she was.”
“Oh yes, Mr. Peterson, please come in. Wendy spoke of
you so much. I’m afraid I allowed her to bother you. If
she was a nuisance, please accept my apologies.”
“Wendy died last week, Mr. Peterson. She had
leukemia. Maybe she didn’t tell you.”

Struck dumb, I groped for a chair...I had to catch my
breath. “She loved this beach so much, so when she
asked to come, we couldn’t say no. She seemed so much
better here and had a lot of what she called happy days.
But the last few weeks, she declined rapidly...” Her
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voice faltered, “She left something for you, if only I can find it. Could you wait a moment while I look?”

I nodded stupidly, my mind racing for something to say to this lovely young woman. She handed me a smeared
envelope with “Mr. P” printed in bold childish letters. Inside was a drawing in bright crayon hues—a yellow
beach, a blue sea, and a brown bird. Underneath was carefully printed:

A Sandpiper to Bring You Joy

Tears welled up in my eyes, and a heart that had almost forgotten to love, opened wide. I took Wendy’s mother in my
arms. “I’'m so sorry, I'm so sorry, I'm so sorry,” I uttered over and over, and we wept together. The precious little
picture is framed now and hangs in my study. Six words — one for each year of her life — that speak to me of harmony,
courage, and undemanding love. A gift from a child with sea blue eyes and hair the color of sand — who taught me the

gift of love.

This week, be sure to give your loved ones an extra hug, and by all means, take a moment....even if it is only for
ten seconds, to stop and smell the roses.

Don Myers, CRE

Memorial Committee

Our scrip program is up and running and ./ COFFEE

doing great! Thank you to those who o CE oliins

have been supporting and shopping with \®‘\ Memorial &
Scrip Card ' us. We are always placing orders and e i Dedication Service

Fundraiser  c5rds are available in the office through-
out the week. This fundraiser is so easy and simple and

October 18th

does not ask for any extra money out of anyone’s
pocket. The more we use it, the more the church

Soup n'

benefits! If you have questions, please let Brenda know!

October 4th

Brenda Ransom, elder Presbyterian

tallulah@lighthouse.net Women

The Memorial Committee invites you to the
Annual Memorial and Dedication Service
Sunday, October 18, 2015
During the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.
Candles will be lit in memory of church members

and friends who have passed away during the past year.

We will also dedicate new purchases from the Memorial Fund.

&&\ Please call Sara Jones, 635-0740, or the church office, if you have
any questions. Coffee hour will follow the service.
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| <53 september 13, 2015 =
| > RA\LU:Y @WN@A‘Y

| Teacher Installation Service.

Amie & Emily Lawson and the Pre-school &
kindergarten students

-
Y

| Lee & Kristeen Mason and the 3rd, 4th, 5th
grade students
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Light the Night |

Mark your calendars now.
for Light the Night onl
Saturday, October 31st! We'
will be celebrating the Iight:

LIGHT
the

MNIH—/T

I
\that Christ gives us to shine on in life! i
i Come and join us for some hot dogs on the !
'grill, fun crafts, cookie decorating, and of'
Icourse candy! We will be looking for vol- .
. unteers for that evening and for donations '
: of candy! Please contact Brenda or Melissa |
| if you would like to help!

Each year, the Samaritan’s Purse organization collects
shoe boxes filled with gifts to distribute to needy children
around the world. You can help by filling a box for a boy
or girl, in the age categories 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Boxes will
be available on the table in the narthex in October and will
be collected here at the church by Sunday, November 15th
to be blessed. For more information, please contact Dee
Musgrave, at 635-0940, or call the office.

Thank you for helping to spread God’s love

It’s Time for Operation Christmas Child
2015!

Through the Power of a simple Gift!

You are invited to carve a pumpkin with
your family and bring it to church on

Sunday, October 25.

We would like everyone to bring their
pumpkins to church October 25 by 9:45
AM. This way we can set them up and
allow for people to vote.

ANCHOR HOUSE will be par-
ticipating in our service on Octo-
ber 11th. A special offering will be
collected for the Anchor House
Ministry, during this time. Anyone wanting
more information on Anchor House and

their ministry can call Reverend  Gabbard
or Marty Feldhake at 632-6279.

Anchor House|
Ministry

Volume 46, Issue 10
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Every Tstand 3rd u—
Thursday of the month.

TEXTILE SOCIAL

Meet up with other Creative Crafters at the Textile
Social on Thursdays, October 15th and 29th, from 10
am to 2 pm in the Social Hall.

Bring a sack lunch, your projects (sewing, knitting,
Ccrocheting, puzzles, or 3 good book) or just the de-
sire to SoCialize with others.

Coffee, tea, and dessert are provided.
gtop in for a hour or four!

Call Ruth Wilson at 632-9355 or Anita einrick at
632-3207 with any questions.

We will also meet on the following Thursday,
November 19th

Page 8



00“‘"’”

Greeters

Wendy Pearce
and

Cindy Howson

Men's

Q; ! Bible Study
%

Men'’s Bible Study
every Friday morning
at 9:00 am.

All men are welcome
to join us!

Bible Study

Read the
in a Bible Year

Revelation 1 Nehemiah 1-2 Psalm 96
2 Revelation 2 Nehemiah 3 Psalm 97
3 Revelation 3 Nehemiah 4 Psalm 98
4 Revelation 4 Nehemiah 5:1-7:4 Psalm 99
5 Revelation 5 Nehemiah 7:5-8:12 Psalm 100
6 Revelation 6 Nehemiah 8:13-9:37 | Psalm 101
7 Revelation 7 Nehemiah 9:38- Psalm 102

10:39

8 Revelation 8 Nehemiah 11 Psalm 103
9 Revelation 9 Nehemiah 12 Psalm 104:1-23
10 Revelation 10 Nehemiah 13 Psalm 104:24-35
11 Revelation 11 Esther 1 Psalm 105:1-25
12 Revelation 12 Esther 2 Psalm 105:26-45
13 Revelation 13 Esther 3-4 Psalm 106:1-23
14 Revelation 14 Esther 5:1-6:13 Psalm 106:24-48
15 Revelation 15 Esther 6:14-8:17 Psalm 107:1-22
16 Revelation 16 Esther 9-10 Psalm 107:23-43
17 Revelation 17 Isaiah 1-2 Psalm 108
18 Revelation 18 Isaiah 3-4 Psalm 109:1-19
19 Revelation 19 Isaiah 5-6 Psalm 109:20-31
20 Revelation 20 Isaiah 7-8 Psalm 110
21 Revelation 21-22 Isaiah 9-10 Psalm 111
22 1 Thessalonians 1 Isaiah 11-13 Psalm 112
23 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 Isaiah 14-16 Psalm 113
24 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 Isaiah 17-19 Psalm 114
25 1 Thessalonians 4 Isaiah 20-22 Psalm 115
26 1 Thessalonians 5 Isaiah 23-24 Psalm 116
27 2 Thessalonians 1 Isaiah 25-26 Psalm 117
28 2 Thessalonians 2 Isaiah 27-28 Psalm 118
29 2 Thessalonians 3 Isaiah 29-30 Psalm 119:1-32
30 1 Timothy 1 Isaiah 31-33 Psalm 119:33-64
31 1 Timothy 2 Isaiah 34-35 Psalm 119:65-96

Welcome Back!!!

Woman’s Bible Study
every Wednesday morning at
9:30 am

Our lesson is on
“Twelve Women of the Bible”.
All women of the church are
invited to join us.

Volume 46, Issue 10
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The next PW Meeting Tadies
will be announced at a ijsze
! later date. *\L«’E
! G
i Hour

) Circle 3
Meeti Tuesday at 9:30 am
eetings October 20th
Thursday, (the 3rd Tuesday),
October 8th All ladies are welcome to
join us for an informal
QUILT RAFFLE gathering.
This year's quilt is 3 king size diamond pattern quilt made by
Carolyn Shaw and Annie Hillman ooRevG| _
Tickets are available from P.W. Ladies and in the church office & =2
$1 each or 6 for $5 g
The drawing will be held on November 7, 2015 Year-to 09/20/15 offerings ~ $119,650
At the First United Presbyterian Church Year to 09/20/15 expenses  $124,417

The Honorary Lifetime Membership Award was presented by Diane McMeeken (PW Chairperson) to Verna Campbell and
Sara Jones on Sunday, September 20, 2015. Congratulations Verna and Sara!
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2015
1:00 = 4:00 P.M.
$7.00 PER TICKET

EPlans are in place, Committees have been chosen, and our decoration lady, Jenna Carachio, has beautiful plans.
i She has started with two work bees with our ladies. Volunteers and various items are needed to make this year’s ba-
i zaar a wonderful success! The funds raised help with our mission work. What can you help with? :

. SOCIAL HALL DECORATIONS:

We will again have trees, wreaths or any type of decorations to go along with the theme. Trees are available to decorate,
¢1f you or a group are able please let Diane McMeeken know or leave a message in the Church Office. Trees can be
- green or white and decorated in white with accents of colors relating to the frozen theme if possible. i

BAKE BOOTH:

Please remember the bake booth. We would appreciate cakes, loaves, preserves, pies, pickles, jams, candy and cookies.
: Be thinking of what you can do for this booth. :

KNIT-KRAFT-KITCHEN:
Please try to help this combination booth to fill the tables with your creative knitting, crafts, sewing, and crocheting.
. GRAMMA'’S ATTIC: :
Spaé:e in the Library is limited. We would like one or two special items from each Church family. These can be gently
‘used: :
: Personal items: Purses, scarves hats, or jewelry.

Household items: China, crystal, wall hangings, or plates.

Christmas items: Decorations, sweaters, or vests.
Books: Hard cover or paperbacks.

. RAFFLE TABLE:

Please consider an item for our table. In the past we have received many beautiful handmade articles as well as items
i ranging from brand new to gently used and unique. :

EDrop off times for Bazaar items will be Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 4 pm and Saturday in the morning (AM).
i Please designate the booth where the items belong when dropping off (ex: Raffle Table, Grammas’ Attic, etc). i

A simmering idea

During a lesson on 1 Kings 18, a Sunday school teacher explained the confrontation between the prophet Elijah
and the false prophets of Baal. He described how Elijah built the altar, placed wood on it, prepared the bull,
laid it on the altar and instructed God’s people to pour water over the altar.

“Now,” the teacher asked, “can anyone tell me why they would’ve poured water over the animal?”

A girl eagerly raised her hand and answered, “To make the gravy!”
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BLESSING
NBAGS@

45

Make these practical gn‘ts to share

3 blessings with homeless people and
Meeting needs | ==

What you need:
The Bible emphasizes the importance of giving to people in need. ¢ Gallon-size zippered
In Matthew 6:1-4, Jesus describes the proper attitude for giving. baggies

* Clothing (socks, mittens,
scarves, rain ponchos)

* Travel-size toiletries
(toothpaste, toothbrush,
deodorant, sunscreen, lip
balm, lotion, tissues,
bandages)

* Snacks

» Water bottles

* Paper

* Pencil

What you do:
1. Pack baggies with supplies

listed above (and more, if
- desired).
n 2. Write encouraging notes
(including Bible verses),
and add them to the

s 1 a A O O | 57 ° baggies.
“B 3. Keep Fhe gifts in your car,
_—— e e — = and give them to people

who are homeless or
asking for help.

Directions: Starting at the *B and going counterclockwise, write every other letter
on the lines below. Continue until you've completed Matthew 6:3, NI,

S Q_N

_____ R o

MATTHEW 6:3, NIV

AIN “€:9 mayneN ,,“3urop st puey] Y311 oA jeym
MOW] puey 9] INOA 193] JoU Op ‘Apasu d} 0} dAI3 NOA UdYM Jng,, :TOMSUY
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=I]]= Fax: 906-632-4666
= é b E-mail: office@soopresbyterian.org
o Web site: soopresbyterian.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Change Service Requested
Monday through Friday
(closed 11:30-12)

Sunday Worship Schedule
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all grades) 10:00 a.m.
Church Staff
Rev. Mark Gabbard, Minister
Don Myers, CRE
Brenda Ransom, CRE
Kay Boyne, Music Director
Denise Goldade, Financial/Administrative Assistant

Jesse Witte, Sexton

e Annual Memorial and Dedication Service
- - Sunday, October 18, 2015
; Q - During 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
()

We will remember our loved ones by

Lighting a candle for them.

We will also dedicate recent purchases

From the Memorial Fund.

Coffee Hour will follow the service.



